Gatewave Website

The Gatewave site will be developed as accessible to people with vision-impairments.   Gatewave will use the international standards for visual impairments.  This requires a customized appearance, the ability to change font sizes, and the ability to convert the site to text only.  The site will provide information to the general public and potential users, stream audio broadcasts, be used to provide technical information to affiliate reading services and as an informational and social networking tool by volunteer broadcasters.  

The HOME PAGE

The HOME PAGE will be a portal for our four specific group users: Visually-Impaired/Blind, General Public, Affiliate Stations and Volunteers.

The HOME PAGE will explain what Gatewave is, the history of reading for the blind and disabled communities, who needs the service, about volunteering and how to support the service.  There will be constantly changing video and still-pictures of our listeners and volunteers along with written support of the service.  

The HOME PAGE will contain links to inform the General Public about the service, blindness resources, related events, press, employment and how to support.  It will also have a link to program schedule and description of programs.  An individual interested in becoming a listener will be directed to the User Home Page.

The HOME PAGE will have a link so that a user who is already registered can by-pass the User pages and go directly to User functions.

Additional links to User, Affiliate and Volunteer services will require password protection.

The User Page
User Home Page will explain how to become a listener with links to both an on-line home service radio application and an on-line Internet user application.  (Due to copyright restrictions, listeners must be certified with a disability before he or she is permitted access to broadcast content.  Authentication details for registrants will be kept.)  Once the applications are filled out, the new user will receive a password and user name to access the User pages.

Home page will also provide information to the public and potential donors about recent and current news items pertaining to visual impairments.

User pages will include: Access to streaming audio as it is being broadcast; ability to download podcasts of programs; ability to listen to archived broadcasts.  

Users will be able to listen through their computer speakers, on a specialized computer radio, or via their telephones.  The radio station will provide schedule information and using this, will automatically archive shows from the live feed.

The site will keep records of usage and be able to provide recommendations to listeners.

User pages will also allow for users to interact with provides, allowing feedback, discussions, blogs, etc.  

Resources for the blind will also be accessible through the User pages.  These resources include links to other organizations who provide advocacy services, education, library services, rehabilitation, orientation & mobility, vision care, technology, and special catalogs.

The Affiliate Page
Affiliate Page will provide a direct access registration form for affiliate service who wish to carry our signal.  Once approved, registrants will be provided a link directly to our FTP site which will contain FTP MP3 copies of all airshows for download.  

Affiliate page will also contain a facility for staff to communicate with affiliates via batch or individual e-mail.  Feedback pages and on-going discussions will also have a home here.

The Volunteer Pages
Volunteers will have a Scheduling System and will be able to sign up for open broadcasting slots.  Volunteers will be provided a discussion forum.  Additionally, each volunteer will be given their own “web page” where they can display their work and talk about the service.

Other

Privacy practices will be displayed.

The are several areas of development for this website:

Architectural development

Graphic Design

Hardware costs

Maintenance

The attached budget reflects these costs.
