
KOKOMO BLUES

I heard a version of this old song from Chris Aliffe who played guitar with
Jacqui McShee in the sixties before Pentangle came together. Where he
got it from I don’t know. It may have been from a recording by Jim ‘Kokomo’
Arnold made in the early thirties.

The story is that Arnold was a bootlegger who was more interested in selling
his moonshine than spending time in the studio recording blues. But he was
a great singer and slide player none the less. Kokomo is a town in Indiana
that had a reputation for hospitality during the prohibition era. It was known
as the ‘eleven light city’ and would have been a good stop off point for
musicians coming up from the south on their way to Chicago.

In his song ‘Old Original Kokomo Blues” Arnold sings about ‘that eleven
light city --- sweet old Kokomo’ and it appears that he got his name by
association with that recording which was very popular at the time. Arnold’s
playing had a big influence on subsequent bluesmen to get recorded,not
least Robert Johnson, and the song provided the blueprint for Johnson’s
immortal ‘Sweet Home Chicago.’

Well’ that’s the story. As it is here it is probably practically unrecognizable.
The verses are made up mostly of ‘floaters’ and the guitar accompaniment
is played in open-g tuning --DGDGBD-- capo’d at the second fret. The right
hand thumb maintains a solid, partially damped, bass and at the change to
the IV chord at bar nine the middle finger brushes down across the treble
strings --a bit like old-time banjo playing.

I don’t think I have a straight acoustic version record but there is one with
bass, drums and wah-wah on the Faro Annie cd which should be listed on
the discography link.
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