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This is a little collection of songs for people who
like to play the guitar, and are interested in having
the accompaniments set out in full. The songs
themselves are simply ones that I enjoy playing
from time to time, some are my own, and some are
folk tunes that I have mostly learned from other
guitar players.

The accompaniments are set out in tablature as
well as standard notation, and where any different
tunings are used these are marked at the top of
the page by the song titles. All the tunes are
played in a kind of folk-fingerstyle, and probably
sound best on a steel strung guitar. I hope you will
find some things here that will be of use to you.

John Renbourn

Notation/4

CROUPI
White House Blues/5

White House Blues is a song about William
McKinley, the twenty-fifth President of the United
States. He was shot down on September 6th, 1901,
on a visit to the town of Buffalo, New York, leaving

Roosevelt to move into the White House. I play
this one with a fairly fast picking accompaniment
and sing the song slowly over the top. There is
an old-timey version of this song that is far
happier-sounding, and reflects the dislike for
McKinley amongst the farmers in the Southern
States.

If You Can't/8

If You Can't is a poem by e. e. cummings. I learned
this from a twelve-string player in Paris several
years ago. It sounds fairly good on a twelve-string
played fairly slow, with an even-plodding bass
pattern.

Candyman/10

Candyman was a sort of guitar-picker’s anthem
at one time. I don't remember where I first learned
the tune and this set of words, but it was some
time before I actually heard the Reverend Gary
Davis playing it as it should be played. This way
is three fingers picking with the thumbs starting
on the third string rather than the fifth.

So Clear/12

So Clear is life through the eyes of Too-Loose,
circus rider who never went further than a canvas
propped against the wall of a New York hotel
room. [ used to play this on an old Martin that was
lent to me for a while, which really made the
most of the bass notes.

Rainy Day Song/15

Rainy Day Song is more of a guitar pattern than
a song. It started off like this and ended up as a
guitar duet with Bert Jansch, called Lucky 13.

CROUP 2

Sleepy John/16

It's been said that the only trouble with playing
music is that it keeps you awake. This isn't always
true. This should be sung with a sleepy delivery,

and played in a gentle rocking fashion.

Riverboat Song/18

Riverboat Song comes from a time I spent
attempting to live on a converted Thames sailing
barge down by the Albert Bridge. It wasn't a
pleasant experience, and I wrote this song to make
up for how bad it was. I play this in a very straight
3 with the accent on the first beat.

Green Willow/21

Green Willow is a song to fit a new tuning. The
guitar pattern should have a three against two
feel about it. A nice effect is to pick with the
thumb and first finger, and lightly tap the strings
with the tips of the second and third fingers,
damping the strings as you strike them, and then
allowing them to ring afterwards.

Just Like Me/24

Just Like Me is another sad-sounding song.
The accompaniment is quite fast, in a
straightforward picking style, with a dropped
D in the bass.



GROUP 3
Lord Franklin/28

Also known as Lady Franklin's Lament, this tells
the story of the Arctic expedition of 1845 headed
by Sir John Franklin. The expedition was successful
in discovering the North West Passage, but
Franklin and his crew lost their lives in the attempt.
The tune is similar to that of ‘McCaferty’, which
itself is a variant of the ‘Croppy Boy'.

Willy O’ Winsbury/31
This is a version of the traditional song,
Number 100 in the Child Ballads. It has been
suggested that it is based on the story of James V of
Scotland, who disguised himself on a visit to France
so that he might inspect his future wife, the
Duke of Vendéme's daughter, without being
recognised. He apparently did not care for that
lady, and fell in love instead with a French princess,
daughter of Francis I, whom he met during a
hunting party. The name may have been taken, by
ballad-makers, from William of Wynnesbury,
a Yeoman of the Cuard to Henry VIII, who acted
as Lord of Misrule from 1508 to 1519.

Joseph and Mary/34

This is a combination of the traditional carol tune
'Joseph and Mary’, and the words of two separate
versions of the carol ‘Cherry Tree'. The
conversation between Joseph and Mary takes place
on their way to Bethlehem, and is recorded in
a fifteenth century mystery play called 'The
Miraculous Birth and the Midwives'. The guitar
part should flow easily under the tune through
the uneven bar lengths.

Reynardine/36

The story of Reynard the fox was a popular one
in the Middle Ages, and the English printer Caxton
used the German version as a basis for his
‘Hysterie of Reynarde the Foxe’ in 1481, This song
still has traces of the old character of Reynard, but
it makes him rather more mysterious than the
blatant scoundrel of the popular stories. [ use a
guitar tuning E G# Cs F# B E which is handy
for playing in the key of B.

Scarborough Fair/38

Scarborough Fair is thought to have been derived
from the old ballad 'The Elfin Knight'. It's a song
that has become so well-known that nobody bothers
to play it any more. There are a number of quite
different tunes to this set of words, but the one
here is probably the best-known.

GROUP 4
Song/40

This is one of the best-known poems of John
Donne. It appeared in a collection ‘Songs and
Sonets’ published in 1633, but he is thought to
have written it some time in his early twenties.

The accompaniment I use is a simple clawhammer
style, and the key changes from D to E and
back to D again.

To Glastonbury/44

To Glastonbury and the next three songs are all
based loosely on the story of the Grail. Tradition
has it that the Grall, in the form of the cup that Christ
drank from at the Last Supper, was brought to
Clastonbury by Joseph of Arimathea some years
after the Crucifixion, and that it remains hidden
there to this day. I play this with the bass

dropped to D.

Floating Stone/47

The story of the Grail is older than Christianity, and
In the earlier stories it was a stone with miraculous
properties. This song is about the appearance of
a stone floating in the river at Camelot, where the
King's court was together for the last time. The
key changes between G and D minor.

O Death/54

The figure of death in this song is the traditional
grim reaper, the thirteenth-century trump card in
the tarot pack. The verses are in C minor and there
1s a change to G minor towards the end of the song.

The Young Man's Song/58

The early stories depict the youth, whose task is
to discover the use of the stone, as being totally
unworldly to the point of appearing a fool. This
song is about his arrival at court. The bass string
is dropped to D for this one, and the key changes
briefly to A minor and G before going back to D.

Tablature Section/61




Notation

The accompaniments are written out in standard
guitar notation, and also in tablature. In guitar
notation the instrument sounds an octave lower
than the written notes. Notes with stems downwards
are usually played by the right-hand thumb, and
those with stems upwards with the three fingers
of the right hand. Left-hand fingerings are marked
as I play them, but as there can be several ways of
fingering the same thing, you may choose to alter
some of these.

Barré and position markings occur as usual,
eqg : 3P means that the first finger of the left hand
plays notes at the third fret, and the second, third
and fourth fingers fall into place at the
correspondingly higher frets. 3PB means that the
first finger of the left hand stops all six strings at
the third fret. A line above the stave shows how
long the position is to be held.

A number in a small circle indicates the numbers
of a string, eg:

The note C is to be played on the fourth string
at the tenth fret.
Slurs and ties are marked with the same signs.

~_“ Or /N

A tie between two notes of the same pitch means
that their time values are added together and they
are played as one note. A slur between two or more
notes of different pitch means that the first note
only is picked, and the rest are played by the
left hand only.

Occasional grace notes occur, eg.

These have no time value and are played by
hammering-on, or pulling-off with the left hand.
The box diagrams are easy enough. O means open
string, and X means don't play that string. The
tablature, too, is quite straightforward. The lines
represent the six strings of the guitar, and the
numbers are the fret positions. It is barred in the
same way as the guitar notation, and the rhythm
is indicated below the stave.
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Now the people they came running around
To see what had been done

And you have shot the President down
With your Ivor Johnson gun

Hard times, hard times, hard times.

The train oh the train

Rolling on down the line

Blowing at every station

McKinley is a-dying

Hard times, hard times, hard times.
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4. Now Roosevelt he’s in the White House
He’s doing his best
And McKinley he’s in the graveyard now
A-taking his rest
Hard times, hard times, hard times.

5. Yes Roosevelt he’s in the White House
Drinking out of a silver cup
And McKinley he’s in the graveyard
And he’ll never wake up
Hard times, hard times, hard times.






If You Can't

Lyrics by e.e. cummings Music by ].Renbourn
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If you can’t dream

You’ve got to die

We ain’t got nothing to die
Come on kid let’s go to bed.

3. Ifyou can’t sing 4.
You’ve got to dream
We ain’t got nothing to dream
Come on kid let’s go to bed.

2. If you can’t smoke
You’ve got to sing
We ain’t got nothing to sing
Come on kid let’s go to bed.




Candyman

Trad. Arr.].Renbourn
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So Clear

Waords & Music by ] Renbourn/B.Jansch/T.Cox/].McShee/D.Thompson
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2. Tooloose, circus rider 3. Even now I do remember
Turn on your childish grin One thing more that is not told
Shine on through the long black night A slightly twisted crystal heart
Go ride the dawn again To keep you from the cold
Your eyes are stars that sweetly twinkle On up the coast along the highway
Aureola "round your head of flame Mobody there will know your name
Sad story that you cannot tell So strange how things should work out now
Where no one is to blame Yet still remain the same
And any how it’s only something And even so you know there’s nothing
Sure to come down with the rain. That can ever really change.

14 Chorus  Would [ could hear etc.,



Rainy Day

Words & Music by ].Renbourn
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2. Cold wind chills my bones
Melts my mind with dreams
Just sitting here all alone.

3. You got me way down here
Still calling out your name
And listening to the rain.

) Copyright 1573 by Pentangle Ltd., 86 Marylebone High Street, London, WIM 4AY.




Sleepy John

Words & Music by ].Renbourn/B.Jansch/T.Cox/].McShee/D.Thompson
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2. Sleepy John lived way 'cross town 3. Remember when you found a friend 4. Now time moves on, for sleepy John
In a house made out of wood Asleep amongst the flowers With a tear-drop in his eye
With a raggity porch all tumble down At the piney woods end, by the river's bend He never did nobody wrong
Beneath the hill it stood In the gentle April showers Just watched the world slip by
And sometimes when the wind would blow  And not a single word was said So maybe if you're passing through
He heard the words it said To pass the time of day You might stop by for a while
“Now get up John and mend the fence And John just smiled and shook his head For the sweetest thing he ever knew
Don’t you lay back down in bed’ And slowly walked away. Was to see his woman smile
Oh rock-a-bye sleepy John. Oh rock-a-bye sleepy John. Oh rock-a-bye sleepy John.



Riverboat Song

Words & Music by [.Renbourn
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2. My love my lady
She’s easy she’s free

—

We two together keep fine company
We two together can be just like one

On the green river road
We go follow the sun.

Chorus: Sad eyed lady etc.,

3.

.
|

If [ was a merchant

And could write a fine hand

1 would send her a letter she'd understand
I would say that I loved her in a few simple lines
In the cold hours of night
While the silver moon shines.

Chorus: Oh, oh, etc.,

4. Now it’s goodbye green river
I've found a new home
So far from the city lights so all alone
With no one around me to share my sad song
Just the wind on the water
And the pretty white swan.

Chorus: Sad eyed lady etc.,

Let me be your country man.



Green Willow

Words & Music by ] Renbourn
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To verse

ﬁﬁqm

[

i"

rir

For 1 have been a traveller
More strange sights yet to see
But to walk inside the garden
When may that ever be?
Green, green willow

Green willow tree.

There's winds out on the ocean
White gulls don’t ever ride

And there's fish down in deep waters
Don't feel the shifting tide

Green, green willow

Green willow tree.

< ?. ;’

Sweet joy is born of sorrow
Like flowers from desert sand
Call me and 1 will follow

Tell me you understand
Green, green willow

Green willow tree.

Green willow pale moonlight in your hair
With your roots down in clear water

Is my soul sleeping there

Green, green willow

Green willow tree.

&3



J <02

BASS TOD

Just Like Me

Words & Music by J.Renbourn
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2. All summer long our love came shining 3. As strangers meet
Bright like the sun upon the sea So our words falter now
Now the summer time is gone Upon the streets we once did stroll
But it leaves a memory And crazy fortune spins the wheel
That fades away like a dream And I must see it turn
Like a dream just like a dream. And watch it roll round and round

Down and down, round and round.

Chorus: For I might take the highway etc., Chorus: For I might take the highway etc.,

4. And so be happy now
As you were once so sad
Laugh and be glad that life goes on
And pretty children dance and sing
Without this strange deceit
And grow so free just like us
Just like you just like me.




Lord Franklin
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Their ships on mountains of ice was drove
Only the Eskimo in his skin canoe
Was the only one to ever come through,

For my lost Franklin I would cross the main
Ten thousand pounds would I freely give
To say on earth that my Franklin do live.
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2. With a hundred seamen he sailed away 4. In Baffin Bay where the whale fishes blow
To the frozen ocean in the month of May The fate of Franklin no man may know
To seek a passage around the Pole The fate of Franklin no tongue can tell
Where we poor seamen do sometimes go. Lord Franklin along with his sailors do dwell.
3. Through cruel hardships they mainly strove 5. And now my burden it gives me pain



Willy O'Winsbury

Trad. Arr.].Renbourn
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What ails thee what ails thee my daughter Janet?
Why you look so pale and wan

Oh have you had any sore sickness

Or yet been sleeping with a man?

I have not had any sore sickness
Nor yet been sleeping with a man
It is for you my father dear

For biding so long in Spain.

Cast off, cast off your berry brown gown
You stand naked upon the stone

That I may know yvou by your shape
Whether you be a maiden or no.

And she’s cast off her berry brown gown

She's stood naked upon the stone

And her apron was low and her haunches were round
And her face was pale and wan.

Oh was it with a lord or a duke or a knight
Or a man of birth and fame

Or was it with one of my serving men
That’s lately come out of Spain.

No it wasn’t with a lord or a duke or a knight
Or a man of birth and fame

But it was with Willy O Winsbury

I could bide no longer alone.

And the king has called on his merry men all
By thirty and by three

Saying fetch me this Willy O° Winsbury

For hanged he shall be.

But when he came the king before
He was clad all in the red silk

His hair was like the strands of gold
His skin was as white as the milk.



10.

And it is no wonder said the king
That my daughter’s love you did win
For if I was a woman as | am a man
My bed fellow you would have been.

And will you marry my daughter Janet
By the truth of your right hand

Oh will you marry my daughter Janet
I will make you the lord of my land.

12. Why yes | will marry your daughter Janet

13.

By the truth of my right hand
Oh yes I will marry your daughter Janet
But I'll not be the lord of your land.

And he's mounted her on a milk white steed
And himself on a dapple gray

And he's made her the lady of as much land
As she shall ride on a long summers day.
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Joseph and Mary
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Oh then bespoke Mary

So meek and so mild

Saying ‘Pluck me one cherry
For | am with child’

Oh then bespoke Joseph

With words unkind

‘Let him pluck thee a cherry
That brought you with child’.

Oh then bespoke the babe
Within his mother's womb
‘Bow down you tall tree

And give my mother some’

Then bowed down the cherry tree

To his mother's hand

Then she cried *See Joseph I have

Cherries at command’.

bt

4,

Then Mary plucked a cherry
As red as the blood

She went home with

Her heavy load

Then Mary took her babe
All on her knee

Saying ‘Dear son tell me
What this world will be.

‘Oh I shall be as dead

As the stones in the wall
And the stones in the street
Shall mourn me all

Upon Easter day

Uprisen I'll be

And the sun and the moon
Shall bow down to me.
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Her hair so black

And her eyes so blue

Her lips like ruby wine

And he smiled and gazed upon her
Did the sly bold Reynardine.

She said, young man be civil
My company forsake

For to my good opinion

| fear you are a rake.

Oh no my dear I am no rake
Brought up in Venus' train

But I'm searching for concealment
All from the judge’s men.

He kissed her once

And he kissed her twice

Till she came to again

Then modestly she begged him,
Pray tell to me your name.

He said, my dear if you look for me
Perhaps you'll not me find

For I'll be in my castle

Enquire for Reynardine.

Sun and dark she followed him
His eyes so bright did shine

And he led her over the mountains
Did the sly bold Reynardine.
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3. If thou findst one, Let me know

Such a pilgrimage were sweet,

Yet do not | would not go

Though at next door we might meet
Though she were true when you met her
And last until you write this letter

Yet she will be false,

Ere | come, to two, or three.
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Words & Music by . Renbourn
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2. Look for our lady there
And you may find her 4. 3o gently falls the rain
So white and wondrous fair is she Upon the island
From high above the sleeping town Where once the cold sea waves did spray
Our lady smiles To pick the sweetest apples
And through the arched windows The children run to gather grain
She looks down And bring the harvest home
Sweet peace borne by the dove And still the circle shines
Could be no kinder Around the island
Than our fair lady's love for thee. Strange patterns mark the land today.
3. Follow down the green and ancient ways 5. Star-bright blossoms grace the Holy thorn

Where silence stays and sleeping lies the secret
While church bells ring and children play

So catch it if you can

So fleetingly runs and sweetly does it shine, the sun.

This Christmas morn and sparkling spring the waters

Whence sorrow heals and joy is born

So drink the evening down

Rest easy through the night to catch the morning's new-born light.



Floating Stone

Words & Music by ].Renbourn
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2. And should you hear
The night owls cry so shrill
Stay sleeping in your castle cold
Be silent and be still
And let their tales be told

3. Into the garden of delights

We float, we fly

Tumbling clowns of a thousand nights
We crow, we cry

Long forgotten memories of childhood
Sing so sweetly and so clear

Love begotten child of the crystal spring
Would wish you welcome here.

4. O Oh death pray

Stay your hand awhile

In shadows hide your face away
That none may see your smile
For one year and a day.




The Young Man's Song

Words & Music by [.Renbourn
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2. Dressed all in a fool’s attire
With a holly branch at your side
And a peddler’s pack across your back
To the king's court you shall ride
So fly "cross a meadow of flowers
To see a fair maiden smile.

Refrain

3. Some day you may follow down
The pathways of the sun
The stars in the sky shall be your guide
On a journey scarce begun
Go run like a deer through the forest
So far from the hunter's sound,

4.

It’s naked you were born to be
And naked you must stand

To break again the serpent’s chain
*Round this enchanted land

But stay for your mother is sighing
Sad words for a wanton child.

Refrain
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If You Can't

Lyries by E.E.Cummings Music by ].Renbourn
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Just Like Me

Words & Music by .Renbourn
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Words &Music by J.Renbourn
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