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Tuning: DGDGBD, Capo 2

I SAW THREE SHIPS
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Tuning: DGDGBD, Capo 2

THE ENGLISH DANCE
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Repeat œAå œCå œDå œEå œAå. 
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Tuning: DGDGB≤D

LAMENT FOR OWEN ROE O’NEILL
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THE MIST-COVERED MOUNTAINS OF HOME
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Tuning: DGDGB≤D, Capo 2
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Lindsay, he has ta’en to the road
Straight to the north he’ll steer,
With a Speyside fiddle in his pack
Aye, he’ll make a living, it’s clear.

He’s well met with a peddler drouth
And a chance to adjourn to the inn,
He’s called for ale and he’s ta’en up a fife,
And carelessly slipped to the tune.

Now all through the night they fiddled and fifed
For the dancers had ta’en to the floor,
They neither wanted a pipe nor a glass
Nor a lass when the music was o’er.

They played up through markets and fair
Till at length to the north they’ve come,
There they met black Janet the widow
Who sang as she rattled the drum

Now Lindsay’s asked black Janet to dance,
And you’ve ne’er seen so bonny a pair,
She’s ta’en him firm by the hand
And they skipped to the top of the stairs.

Here, she said, is a fine feather bed
Where a man, be he weary or drear,
May step for me a gay strathspey
With me lilting a tune in his ear.

Now Janet was as good as her word
And Lindsay has proven his worth;
May you all have so merry a dance
If ever you come to the north.
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SANDWOOD DOWN TO KYLE
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On Monday morn as I walked out, the wild birds for to see,
I met a man upon the road and asked for charity. (2x)

Come home with me and drink your fill, and comfort you shall find,
And tell me why you walk the road that leaves the hills behind.

For time has spent the summer, sir, and soon the leaves will fall,
I hear the sound within the wind that plays around your walls.

The bird must flee the winter, sir, she cannot stay behind,
To build her nest upon the snow; nor can I look for mine.

If I had a hundred homes, to live in, each a while,
I’d build them all along the coast, from Sandwood down to Kyle.


